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Deleuze’s Philosophy and Problems of Language:
On the Meaning and Extent of Hjelmslev’s Linguistics in A Thousand Plateaus
Takuya KOBAYASHI
Abstract
This paper aims to clarify the meaning and extent of the theory of language which 
appears in Milles plateaux (1980) by Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari. They affirm that the 
essentials of language consist in various elements provided by non-linguistic ones, and should 
be understood within a concept of diversity. To clarify problems underlying their theory of 
language, this paper proceeds as follows.
In the first chapter, the theory of the illocutionary act introduced by John L. Austin, which 
Deleuze and Guattari support in Milles plateaux, is described. The following chapter argues 
that their choice of Austin’s linguistics theory is connected with Deleuze’s philosophy in 
the 1960s, because both of them focus on utterances, that is, the roles of a physical act in 
language, opposed to the theories of other scientific linguists. Deleuze has tried to understand 
the essentials of language especially in terms of the duality consisting of the corporeal side 
and the incorporeal one, namely physical bodies or acts and sense or events expressed by its 
corporeal causes. Therefore, the third chapter clarifies the role ascribed to the linguist Louis 
Hjelmslev in this book. The solidarity between expression and content, or the distinction 
between form and substance in Hjelmslev’s linguistics, answers to the questions concerning 
the duality of language. Finally, the theoretical extent reached by Deleuze and Guattari’
s conceptions of language is discussed in comparison to Michel Foucault’s understanding of 
history.
Keywords:  Deleuze, Hjelmslev, duality of language, expression and content, form and 
substance
